Over the past three decades, China has experienced rapid economic growth and a fascinating transformation of its industry. However, much of this success is the result of industrial imitation and China's continuing success now relies heavily on its ability to strengthen its indigenous innovation capability. In this book, Xiaolan Fu investigates how China can develop a strategy of compressed development to emerge as a leading innovative nation. The book draws on quantitative and qualitative research that includes cross-country, cross-province and cross-firm analysis. Large multi-level panel datasets, unique survey databases, and in-depth industry case studies are explored. Different theoretical approaches are also used to examine the motivations, obstacles and consequences of China's innovation with a wider discussion around what other countries can learn from China's experience. This book will appeal to scholars and policy-makers working in fields such as innovation policy, technology management, development and international economics and China studies.
University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University's mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
www.cambridge.org Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107046993
© Xiaolan Fu 2015
This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press.
First published 2015
Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.
Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Fu, Xiaolan, 1967-China's path to innovation / Xiaolan Fu.
pages cm ISBN 978-1-107-04699-3 (hardback) 1. Economic development -China. 2. Industrial policy -China. 3. Information technology -Management -China. I. Title. HC427.95.F798 2015 338 0 .0640951-dc23 2014048687 ISBN 978-1-107-04699-3 Hardback
Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate. 
past work experiences and interest in studying innovations in the developed and other developing countries allowed me to examine China's path from an international comparative perspective. This has formed the basic structure and approach of research that I present in this book.
China's Path to Innovation is a combination of a selected number of my published journal papers and several new studies on some of the most recent topics regarding China's ongoing transformation from imitation to innovation. It is a serious academic book based on 10 years of research and reflection. All published and unpublished new papers are selected and organised to provide a systematic, comprehensive and coherent study of China's path to innovation, although each chapter is fairly self-contained. Journal publication offers a great advantage that one's research comes under close scrutiny through the peer review process and can benefit greatly from it. My aim is to publish the more original parts of the book in this way with updated data and information. The hope is that the whole will add up to more than the sum of its parts and that we can identify and develop a general model of the technology development strategy of the developing countries based on a series of peer-reviewed, in-depth studies of individual factors, mechanisms and cases.
Many acknowledgements and thanks are due. 
